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WHATS IN A NAME? 
ANNCR: 

THE SONS AND DAUGHTERS OF SOME PROMINENT U.S. OFFICIALS ARE 
RUNNING FOR ELECTIVE OFFICE IN MANY PARTS OF THE NATION -- A 
SITUATION GIVING A RISE TO THE OLD QUESTION: WHAT'S IN A NAME?" 
VOA'S LARRY LESUEUR LOOKS AT THAT QUESTION IN THIS BACKGROUND 
REPORT. 

VOICE: 

IT'S NOT NEWS WHEN CHILDREN FOLLOW IN THE FOOTSTEPS OF THEIR 
PARENTS, THE SONS OF FARMERS OFTEN BECOME FARMERS....THE DAUGHTER‘ 
OF TEACHERS FREQUENTLY DO AS THEIR MOTHERS DID....THE OFFSPRING 
OF ATHLETES OFTEN EXCELL IN SIMILAR PURSUITS, SO IT IS NOT 
SURPRISING THAT IN THE FORTHCOMING U.S. AUTUMN ELECTIONS, BALLOTS 
ALL OVER THE COUNTRY WILL CARRY THE NAMES OF SONS AND DAUGHTERS OF 
NATIONAL POLITICAL FIGURES WHO ARE SEEKING PUBLIC OFFICE ON THEIR 
OWN, 

IN SOME WAYS, IT IS AN HONORED POLITICAL TRADITION. AFTER 
ALL, THE SON OF JOHN ADAMS, THE SECOND U.S, PRESIDENT, WAS ELECTED 
SIXTH PRESIOENT OF THE UNITED STATES. NOR IS THE TRADITION 
CONFINED TO AMERICA, INDIA'S INDIRA GANDHI IS A PROMINENT EXAMPLE, 
IN THE SOVIET UNION, MANY PARTY MEMBERS ARE THE SONS AND DAUGHTERS 
OF PARTY MEMBERS, THE SOVIET AMBASSADOR TO THE UNITED NATIONS, 
OLEG TROYANOVSKY, HAD A PROMINENT FATHER ~- THE FIRST SOVIET 
AMBASSADOR TO THE UNITED STATES. 

IN CALIFORNIA, GOVERNOR BROWN, WHO IS SEEKING RE-ELECTION, IS 
THE SON OF FORMER GOVERNOR BROWN. AND UNTIL ABOUT A WEEK AGO, THE 


SON OF THE LATE SENATOR HUBERT HUMPHREY AND THE RESENT INTERIM 
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SENATOR MURIEL HUMPHREY WAS ACTIVELY CAMPAIGNING TO BE ATTORNEY 
GENERAL OF MINNESOTA, 

THE U.S. SENATE REPUBLICAN MINORITY LEADER, HOWARD BAKER, UP 
FOR RE-ELECTION IN THE FALL, IS THE MEMBER OF A WELL-KNOWN 
POLITICAL FAMILY, SENATOR BAKER'S FATHER AND MOTHER BOTH 
REPRESENTED THE STATE OF TENNESSEE IN CONGRESS. 

RUNNING FOR RE-ELECTION IN MASSACHUSETTS IS ATTORNEY GENERAL 
THOMAS O'NEILL THE THIRD, WHOSE FATHER IS THE SPEAKER OF THE U.S. 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, THE CANDIDATE FOR ELECTION WITH THE 
LONGEST FAMILY TIES, IS ACTING MARYLAND GOVERNOR BLAIR LEE. HE 
IS THE 21ST MEMBER OF HIS FAMILY TO HOLD PUBLIC OFFICE SINCE A 
LEE WAS ELECTED TO THE VIRGINIA STATE LEGISLATURE IN 1774, 

OVER THE YEARS, THERE HAVE BEEN SOME SEVEN HUNDRED AMERICAN 
FAMILIES IN WHICH TWO OR MORE MEMBERS SERVED IN CONGRESS, PLAINLY, 
THERE ARE SOME POLITICAL ADVANTAGES FOR THE POSSESSOR OF A FAMOUS 
NAME, FOR ONE THING, IT GRANTS IMMEDIATE NAME RECOGNITION IN A 
CROWDED PRIMARY ELECTION, BUT IT HAS DISADVANTAGES, TOO. 
CANDIDATES WITH A FAMOUS NAME ARE ALWAYS OPEN TO AN OPPONENT'S 
CHARGE THAT THEIR NAME IS THEIR ONLY QUALIFICATION FOR OFFICE. 
AND IN A REPUBLIC, THERE ARE ALWAYS VOTERS WHO RESENT THE IDEA 
OF A POLITICAL ROYAL FAMILY, 

POLITICAL EXPERT STEPHEN HESS, AUTHOR OF "AMERICA'S POLITICAL 
DYNASTIES," OBSERVES THAT A FAMOUS NAME ONLY SEEMS TO BE GOOD FOR 
ONE ELECTION. AFTER THAT THE CANDIDATE HAS TO RUN ON HIS OWN 
RECORD. 
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